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Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Tena koutou, greetings to you all

| started writing this newsletter on Monday and
have now deleted all that was in it as things have
completely changed! Very unusual times.

With the escalation to a Level 3 and then a Level 4,
the school is closed until further notice. We do not
know when that will be but will keep you up to date
via the school app and email. It is vitally important
that you download the Skool Loop app and get
Maunu School up. This is a major form of
communication from us to you.
https://www.skoolloop.com/

We have sent you some Home-Based learning
Support information. We will not be conducting
“online lessons” for a variety of reasons. The
packages (Junior, Middle and Senior) have been
planned by the staff here at Maunu School to assist
you during the closure. Remember, you are not
being asked to home-school your children. This is a
time where the school has had to close due to a
nationwide response to a medical event. There are
many things you can do as a family during this
time.

We have just heard that the Ministry of Education
has brought the school holidays forward to begin
on Monday 30 March for 2 weeks. This means that
as from next week, the children are officially on
holiday and teachers on term break. The holidays
will effectively end on Wednesday 15th April, but
the school will still be closed. We have provided
enough material for you for a reasonable period of
time, but remember children do not have to be in a
5 hour a day learning regime for the next 3 weeks!!
As mentioned, we will be sending out any updates
as they come to hand and that are pertinent to our
school and community.

| would like to thank the staff and community for
the positive response and support during the past
few weeks. | know that many families will be under
pressure with businesses closing their doors, and
can only hope that the government’s support
packages get to all who need and deserve them.
The children have been great in their resilience and
ability to forge on, supporting each other and living

to our Maunu School values - kia kaha! There will
come a time when we will be able to look back on
these times and say “I remember when they had to
close the school in 2020! And how we grew as a
community and country”.

By the time we return to school, Michelle Manihera
will have finished her time here. Michelle has
worked in the school office for 12 years and her
and Rolley are moving to Auckland for Rolley’s
work. We can never replace Michelle - she is one in
a million!! We are sad to see her go, but also happy
for them in their next venture. We cannot thank
Michelle enough for her positive attitude, no
nonsense approach, sense of humour and her
commitment to the Maunu School community. It is
sad that we will not have the opportunity for
people to pop in and say bye as the closure of the
school will take us into the time that Michelle
leaves. Michelle, Rolley and family go with our love
and aroha and they will always be a huge part of
the past, present and future of Maunu School.

We are in the midst of appointing a replacement,
but the current events have made that a slightly
longer process than expected. Once we have
confirmed the new appointment we will let you all
know.

These are very unusual times and require us to be
extremely vigilant and stick to our bubble. We must
take this situation seriously and behave in such a
way as we can keep everyone safe. If we follow the
advice we are being given we can reduce the threat
to all New Zealanders and be rid of this scourge
more quickly.

The Maunu Move-a-thon has been postponed - a
new date will be confirmed later on. As we did not
have any time before the closure notification, we
were not able to get any monies your child has
already collected. Please store any money in a safe
place and we will be in touch once we resume
normal duties.

Be Kind, Be Safe, Be Caring
Arohanui

Paul Shepherd

Principal


https://www.skoolloop.com/
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